
   

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

OVERALL RESULTS
 

1. In general, how familiar would you say that you are with the topic of foster care 
adoption? That is adoption of children who currently live in a foster care home in 
Florida. (1) extremely familiar (2) very familiar (3) familiar (4) somewhat unfamiliar (5) 
not familiar at all (6) don’t know/refused  

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Extremely Familiar 12% 19% 5% 
Familiar 19% 28% 10% 
Somewhat Familiar 30% 33% 27% 
Somewhat Unfamiliar 19% 11% 28% 
Not Familiar At All 19% 9% 30% 
Don’t Know/Refused <1% <1% <1% 

2. [Only respondents who answered “extremely familiar”, “familiar”, “somewhat 
familiar”, and “somewhat unfamiliar” to question #1 were asked this question  
n=604] And of the following, which is the way that you first heard or read about foster 
care adoption?  (1) family or friends who had experience (2) internet research (3) news 
media (4) a television program about the topic (5) a radio program about the topic (6) 
through church or other faith based congregation (7) other (8) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Family or friends who had 38% 37% 40% 
experience 
Internet research 15% 26% 1% 
News media 15% 9% 23% 
A television program about 7% 5% 10% 
the topic 
A radio program about the 1% <1% 3% 
topic 
Through church or other faith 7% 7% 8% 
based congregation 
Other 14% 15% 14% 
Don’t Know/Refused 2% 1% 2% 

3. Have you ever considered or are you considering adopting a child?  (1) yes (2) no (3) 
don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Yes 62% 96% 27% 
No 37% 4% 70% 
Don’t Know/Refused 1% <1% 2% 
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4. [Only Respondents who answered “yes” to question #3 were asked this 
question n=463] Are you still considering or have you adopted a child?  (1) yes – still 
considering (2) yes, adopted (3) no (4) refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Yes – still considering 57% 62% 40% 
Yes – adopted 18% 19% 14% 
No 25% 19% 46% 
Refused <1% <1% 1% 

5. [Only Respondents who answered “yes – still considering” or “yes – adopted” 
to question #4 were asked this question n=347. Most of these respondents were 
DMAIC which explains why the overall figure is closer to the DMAIC list figures.]  
Which of the following are you most likely to utilize or did you utilize in the adoption 
process? (1) the state of Florida through foster care (2) private adoption services for a 
child born in the U.S. (3) private adoption services for a child born outside the U.S. (4) 
adoption of a family member or relative (5) other (6) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
The State of Florida through 69% 77% 31% 
foster care 
Private adoption services for 13% 11% 24% 
a child born in the U.S 
Private adoption services for 7% 5% 16% 
a child born outside the U.S 
Adoption of a family member 4% 3% 9% 
or relative 
Other 3% 1% 11% 
Don’t Know/Refused 3% 2% 9% 

[Only Respondents who answered anything but “the state of Florida through 
foster care” to question #5 were asked questions 6-12 n=106] 

6. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I am concerned that the state 
would be too stringent about who they would let adopt.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat 
agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 17% 19% 13% 
Somewhat Agree 20% 18% 24% 
Somewhat Disagree 29% 25% 37% 
Strongly Disagree 27% 31% 21% 
Unsure 7% 7% 5% 
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7. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I prefer private adoption b/c 
private agencies have a broader choice of children.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat 
agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 16% 16% 16% 
Somewhat Agree 19% 21% 16% 
Somewhat Disagree 27% 28% 26% 
Strongly Disagree 23% 22% 24% 
Unsure 15% 13% 18% 

8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Private adoption is easier and 
quicker. (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly 
disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 23% 26% 16% 
Somewhat Agree 15% 15% 16% 
Somewhat Disagree 19% 22% 13% 
Strongly Disagree 14% 13% 16% 
Unsure 29% 24% 39% 

9. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I don’t think my family is 
equipped to handle adopting a child with special needs and it is my understanding that 
most children in foster care have disabilities or other special needs.  (1) strongly agree 
(2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 16% 16% 16% 
Somewhat Agree 24% 28% 16% 
Somewhat Disagree 19% 22% 13% 
Strongly Disagree 38% 32% 47% 
Unsure 4% 1% 8% 

10. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I prefer private adoption 
services because I want to make sure that the child could not be taken away by the 
biological parents and private adoptions are more secure.  (1) strongly agree (2) 
somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 28% 29% 26% 
Somewhat Agree 12% 10% 16% 
Somewhat Disagree 20% 21% 18% 
Strongly Disagree 22% 25% 16% 
Unsure 16% 15% 24% 
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11. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  The process of adopting a 
child through the state’s foster care system is much more difficult and bureaucratic.  (1) 
strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 41% 44% 34% 
Somewhat Agree 21% 19% 24% 
Somewhat Disagree 15% 18% 11% 
Strongly Disagree 8% 3% 16% 
Unsure 16% 16% 16% 

12. [Only Respondents who answered “no” to question #4 were asked this 
question n=114]  Please tell my why you are no longer considering adopting a child.  (1) 
already have enough children / expecting / just had a baby (2) age (3) financial reasons 
(4) bad experience with state, lack of communication (5) process takes too long, too 
difficult, too much red tape (6) health reasons (7) turned down (8) other (9) no answer / 
no response 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Already have enough children 22% 26% 23% 
/ expecting / just had a baby 
age 19% 6% 40% 
Financial reasons 12% 19% 9% 
Bad experience with state, 9% 17% 2% 
lack of communication 
Process takes too long, too 5% 2% 2% 
difficult, too much red tape  
Health reasons 4% <1% 9% 
Turned down 3% 4% 2% 
Other 24% 40% 13% 
No Answer/No Response 3% 6% <1% 

13. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Most children who are 
available for adoption and who are in foster care have special needs and may be more 
difficult to care for than other children.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) 
somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 23% 31% 15% 
Somewhat Agree 36% 39% 33% 
Somewhat Disagree 21% 17% 26% 
Strongly Disagree 14% 10% 18% 
Unsure 6% 2% 9% 

D
 



   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

14. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  The upfront costs of 
adopting a child through the state’s foster care system are too high.  (1) strongly agree 
(2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 9% 7% 11% 
Somewhat Agree 9% 7% 10% 
Somewhat Disagree 16% 20% 13% 
Strongly Disagree 32% 51% 12% 
Unsure 34% 15% 54% 

15. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  If I were going to adopt, I 
would go through a private agency or private attorney rather than foster care so I could 
have more say in the type of child I adopt.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) 
somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 15% 9% 21% 
Somewhat Agree 19% 17% 20% 
Somewhat Disagree 26% 26% 26% 
Strongly Disagree 29% 41% 18% 
Unsure 11% 6% 16% 

16. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Many children enter the 
foster care system because they are juvenile delinquents. (1) strongly agree (2) 
somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 2% 1% 3% 
Somewhat Agree 7% 5% 9% 
Somewhat Disagree 21% 14% 28% 
Strongly Disagree 66% 78% 54% 
Unsure 4% 2% 6% 

17. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I am too old to adopt a child 
and the state probably wouldn’t let me.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) 
somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 8% 2% 15% 
Somewhat Agree 10% 4% 15% 
Somewhat Disagree 14% 8% 20% 
Strongly Disagree 66% 86% 46% 
Unsure 3% 1% 4% 
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18. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I would be concerned about 
adopting a foster child because my health insurance may not cover that child.  (1) 
strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 5% 3% 8% 
Somewhat Agree 4% 1% 7% 
Somewhat Disagree 14% 9% 20% 
Strongly Disagree 69% 85% 54% 
Unsure 7% 3% 10% 

19. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I would be concerned about 
adopting a foster care child because I fear the biological parents would someday want to 
take the child back. (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) 
strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 12% 9% 15% 
Somewhat Agree 27% 24% 30% 
Somewhat Disagree 23% 22% 24% 
Strongly Disagree 35% 43% 27% 
Unsure 3% 2% 3% 

20. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I am concerned about 
adopting a child because of the added expense.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree 
(3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 7% 3% 11% 
Somewhat Agree 21% 15% 27% 
Somewhat Disagree 21% 15% 26% 
Strongly Disagree 49% 64% 35% 
Unsure 2% 2% 2% 

21. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  If I were to adopt a child, I 
would be more likely to want to adopt a very young child.  (1) strongly agree (2) 
somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 30% 30% 30% 
Somewhat Agree 27% 26% 28% 
Somewhat Disagree 21% 21% 21% 
Strongly Disagree 17% 19% 15% 
Unsure 4% 3% 5% 
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22. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Children available for 
adoption through private agencies are generally more healthy than children available 
through foster care adoption.  (1) strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat 
disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 6% 6% 6% 
Somewhat Agree 16% 18% 13% 
Somewhat Disagree 28% 27% 29% 
Strongly Disagree 29% 30% 29% 
Unsure 21% 19% 24% 

23. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  I would be more likely to 
adopt a child if I felt that it would be a positive experience for me and my family.  (1) 
strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 61% 70% 51% 
Somewhat Agree 23% 18% 28% 
Somewhat Disagree 9% 7% 11% 
Strongly Disagree 4% 3% 5% 
Unsure 4% 2% 6% 

24. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Adopting a child through 
the state’s foster care system is likely to involve a lot of paperwork and bureaucracy and 
that is a key reason many people go through private adoption services.  (1) strongly 
agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 34% 35% 33% 
Somewhat Agree 25% 25% 26% 
Somewhat Disagree 14% 17% 11% 
Strongly Disagree 14% 15% 12% 
Unsure 13% 8% 17% 

25. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?  Adopting a child through 
the state’s foster care system is likely to take a lot longer than a private adoption.  (1) 
strongly agree (2) somewhat agree (3) somewhat disagree (4) strongly disagree (5) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Strongly Agree 27% 32% 22% 
Somewhat Agree 22% 19% 26% 
Somewhat Disagree 18% 21% 15% 
Strongly Disagree 12% 13% 11% 
Unsure 20% 15% 25% 
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26. Would you be more or less likely to adopt a child in foster care if you knew the 
following? Once a foster care child is available for adoption, the biological parents have 
no legal claim to that child and can never take the child away from an adopting family.  
(1) much more likely (2) somewhat more likely (3) somewhat less likely (4) much less 
likely (5) no difference (6) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Much More Likely 59% 65% 53% 
Somewhat More Likely 24% 23% 26% 
Somewhat Less Likely 3% 2% 5% 
Much Less Likely 2% 2% 2% 
No Difference 9% 7% 10% 
Unsure 3% 1% 5% 

27. Would you be more or less likely to adopt a child in foster care if you knew the 
following? Children who are adopted from foster care are entitled to free tuition at 
Florida’s Community Colleges and Universities.  (1) much more likely (2) somewhat 
more likely (3) somewhat less likely (4) much less likely (5) no difference (6) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Much More Likely 49% 61% 36% 
Somewhat More Likely 23% 18% 28% 
Somewhat Less Likely 2% 1% 4% 
Much Less Likely 1% 1% 1% 
No Difference 21% 18% 24% 
Unsure 4% 2% 7% 

28. Would you be more or less likely to adopt a child in foster care if you knew the 
following? Families who adopt children from foster care may receive a monthly payment 
to help offset expenses.  (1) much more likely (2) somewhat more likely (3) somewhat 
less likely (4) much less likely (5) no difference (6) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Much More Likely 32% 38% 25% 
Somewhat More Likely 31% 29% 33% 
Somewhat Less Likely 3% 2% 5% 
Much Less Likely 2% 1% 3% 
No Difference 28% 27% 29% 
Unsure 4% 3% 5% 
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29. Would you be more or less likely to adopt a child in foster care if you knew the 
following? If a family adopts a foster care child, the state provides health care coverage 
for that child. (1) much more likely (2) somewhat more likely (3) somewhat less likely (4) 
much less likely (5) no difference (6) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Much More Likely 41% 47% 35% 
Somewhat More Likely 30% 25% 35% 
Somewhat Less Likely 2% 2% 3% 
Much Less Likely 1% 1% 1% 
No Difference 23% 23% 22% 
Unsure 3% 3% 4% 

30. Would you be more or less likely to adopt a child in foster care if you knew the 
following? People who have adopted children from foster care say that their 
experiences are very positive and that the children they adopted greatly enriched their 
lives. (1) much more likely (2) somewhat more likely (3) somewhat less likely (4) much 
less likely (5) no difference (6) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Much More Likely 54% 64% 44% 
Somewhat More Likely 29% 24% 34% 
Somewhat Less Likely 1% 1% 1% 
Much Less Likely 1% 1% 2% 
No Difference 8% 5% 11% 
Unsure 6% 5% 7% 

31. Please tell me if any of the following apply to you?  (1) I was adopted as a child (2) I 
have adopted a child (3) I have close friends or family that have adopted a child (4) 
refused (5) no  

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
I was adopted as a child 6% 6% 5% 
I have adopted a child 15% 25% 5% 
I have close friends or family 56% 55% 57% 
that have adopted a child 
Refused 1% 1% 1% 
No 31% 26% 36% 
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32. Would you be likely or not likely to use the following source to learn more about 
adopting a child? A private attorney. (1) very likely (2) somewhat likely (3) not likely (4) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Very Likely 17% 11% 23% 
Somewhat Likely 29% 25% 33% 
Not Likely 52% 63% 41% 
Unsure 2% 1% 4% 

33. Would you be likely or not likely to use the following source to learn more about 
adopting a child? A state agency.  (1) very likely (2) somewhat likely (3) not likely (4) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Very Likely 41% 54% 27% 
Somewhat Likely 43% 17% 49% 
Not Likely 14% 7% 22% 
Unsure 2% 2% 3% 

34. Would you be likely or not likely to use the following source to learn more about 
adopting a child? A local adoption referral agency.  (1) very likely (2) somewhat likely (3) 
not likely (4) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Very Likely 27% 31% 23% 
Somewhat Likely 46% 42% 50% 
Not Likely 22% 22% 22% 
Unsure 5% 5% 5% 

35. Would you be likely or not likely to use the following source to learn more about 
adopting a child? Friends or family who have adopted.  (1) very likely (2) somewhat 
likely (3) not likely (4) unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Very Likely 56% 57% 54% 
Somewhat Likely 29% 29% 29% 
Not Likely 12% 11% 14% 
Unsure 3% 3% 3% 
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36. Would you be likely or not likely to use the following source to learn more about 
adopting a child? The internet.  (1) very likely (2) somewhat likely (3) not likely (4) 
unsure 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Very Likely 35% 52% 18% 
Somewhat Likely 21% 22% 19% 
Not Likely 43% 25% 61% 
Unsure 1% 1% 1% 

37. Code county. 

38. And what is your occupation? 

39. Do you currently own the home you live in?  (1) yes (2) no (3) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Yes 86% 88% 84% 
No 13% 12% 15% 
Don’t Know/Refused <1% <1% 1% 

40. Do you have biological children of your own?  If yes, how many?  (1) no (2) yes, just 
1 (3) yes, 2-3 (4) yes, more than 3 (5) refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
No 30% 39% 21% 
Yes just 1 20% 26% 14% 
Yes, 2-3 42% 29% 55% 
Yes, more than 3 8% 6% 9% 
Refused 1% <1% 1% 

41. What is the highest level of education you attained?  (1) high school or less (2) some 
college (3) college degree (4) graduate school (6) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
High School or Less 16% 12% 20% 
Some College 28% 30% 26% 
College Degree 36% 37% 35% 
Graduate School 20% 21% 19% 
Don’t Know/Refused <1% <1% 1% 
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42. What is your total annual household income?  (1) Less than $25,000 (2) $25,000 to 
$49,000 (3) $50,000 to $75,000 (4) above $75,000 (5) Don’t Know/Refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Less than $25,000 4% 2% 6% 
$25,000 to $49,000 20% 23% 17% 
$50,000 to $75,000 25% 27% 24% 
Above $75,000 40% 42% 38% 
Don’t Know/Refused 11% 6% 16% 

42A. Could you please tell me if your marital status is. . .  (1) married (2) single (3) 
divorced (4) separated (5) widowed (6) something else (7) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Married 64% 65% 64% 
Single 11% 13% 10% 
Divorced 7% 6% 8% 
Separated 1% 1% 2% 
Widowed 1% <1% 2% 
Something Else <1% <1% 1% 
Don’t Know/Refused 1% <1% 1% 

43. What is your age?  (1) 21 to 29 (2) 30 to 39 (3) 40 to 49 (4) 50 and over (5) don’t 
know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
21 to 29 8% 10% 6% 
30 to 39 25% 36% 15% 
40 to 49 36% 40% 31% 
50 and over 30% 13% 46% 
Don’t Know/Refused 1% 1% 2% 

44. And how would you describe your race or ethnicity?  (1) white (2) black (3) Hispanic 
(4) other (5) don’t know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
White 78% 77% 78% 
Black 10% 11% 10% 
Hispanic 7% 8% 7% 
Other 2% 3% 1% 
Don’t Know/Refused 3% 1% 4% 

D
 



   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

45. How often do you attend religious services?  (1) at least once a week (2) 2-3 times a 
month (3) about once a month (4) less than once a month (5) never (6) don’t 
know/refused 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
At least once a week 41% 43% 39% 
2-3 time a month 11% 13% 9% 
About once a month 11% 11% 11% 
Less than once a month 21% 21% 22% 
Never 14% 11% 17% 
Don’t Know/Refused 2% 1% 2% 

46. Gender. (1) male (2) female 

Overall DMAIC List Non-DMAIC List 
Male 37% 34% 41% 
Female 63% 66% 59% 

47. List. (1) DMAIC list (2) Non-DMAIC list 

(1) 50% (2) 50% 
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