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e - FINDING FAMILIES FOR FLORIDA'S KIDS

Churches and other faith-based organizations are ideal places to spread awareness about
the wonderful children in Florida looking for families to love and nurture them.

Communities of faith embrace beliefs and values that call on their members to provide for “the fatherless” and to “look after orphans.” It is through
love that the faithful are motivated to take responsibility for one another and care about their neighbors.

You can become a vital and active partner in Florida’s statewide adoption initiative by encouraging your congregation to Explore Adoption and experience

the joy of building a new family and improving the well-being of Florida's children.

HERE IS HOW YOU CAN BECOME AN EXPLORE ADOPTION PARTNER:

ADVOCATE ADOPTION Make your congregation
aware of the many children in Florida who
need permanent homes. Speak about public
adoption as an important ministry.

SUPPORT ADOPTIVE FAMILIES Provide a post-
adoption support system for your members
who adopt one of Flonda’s children. Consider
a welcome home reception and organize an
extended spiritual family for encouragement
and support.

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP INCLUDE:

[DENTIFY CONGREGATION members who have
adopted one or more of Florida’s children;
ask them to provide testimonials to your
congregation.

HONOR MEMBERS of your congregation who
have adopted or who themselves are adopted
and support them through prayer.

IDENTIFY SOMEONE in your onganization to serve
as a spokesperson and contact for members
seeking adoption information.

PROMOTE ADOPTION in your communications
with members, including bulletins and news-
letters and by providing a link on your Web site
to www.adoptflorida.org

FEATURE A SPECIFIC CHILD who is seeking a

HOST ADOPTION AWARENESS EVENTS in
conjunction with your local adoption provider,
community-based care organization or Heart
Gallery. For more information, please visit
www.adoptflorida.org and click on the Heart
Gallery link.

home. Your local adoption provider can identify
a child and provide child-specific materials
to present to your congregation members.
Consider displaying a Heart Gallery at your
place of worship.

PRAY FOR FLORIDA'S CHILDREN IN CARE that
the right families may find them.

BUILD A RELATIONSHIP with a local community-
based care organization and display Explore
Adoption materials in common areas. Regularly
feature children waiting for homes.

CONSIDER CONGREGATION events as avenues
for families to gather adoption information
through orientations, picnics with available
children and group viewings of the Explore
Adoption video program.

With the support of our faith-based organizations around the state, we can begin a healing
mission for Florida’s children. Finding and supporting safe and loving families for these adoptive
children will create a beautiful sense of belonging, not only for the adoptive families, but also
for the entire spiritual community that takes part in the journey to bring a special child home,

meet the aeover fomily:

Beadlzy-and Tmmy Wealer became foster parentz aftel baing inspired by same feliow members of FistChistian Chueh in Cape Cirs| who were loste

Bl odoptivis parents

When they receive

Lot Katle in 2003, sha instantly
ant latol ihat year the Wealers eg|ded they wanted loadopt K 0
wh were abie 1o mentar ang puide them. Thiee years |ates, the Weavets becamp Katie's forever family, Today, Katie 52 typlcal 7-year-ald who enjoys

gyminasiics, attends. oh et wWith it pirenls, and participaies in youth group snd Bible eamp

I T!1r* Wed

F-u.m.: ﬂ;umrr il 11|rﬂg,|,h |11 '|1-"’ h ies n# thur“hm"u runwp



Every child deserves a lifelong, supportive family.
That’s why the State of Florida has created the Explore Adoption initiative,
with the goal of finding loving homes for Florida’s children in care.

Throughout Florida, more than 850 children from varied backgrounds, circumstances, races and ethnicities are looking for a forever family and a
permanent place to call home. We need the help of many partners to match these children to the Floridians who can embrace them as their own.

That's where your organization comes in.

HOW YOU CAN HELP:

POST A LINK on your Web page to the Explore
Adaption Web site, www.adoptflorida.org,

USE YOUR INTERNAL NEWSLETTERS, NEWS-
PAPERS, MAGAZINES or other publications
to promote awareness of public adoption by
featuring a child or sibling group available for
adoption, running an article about the Explore
Adoptlon initiative and/or regularly featuring
the Explore Adoption logo, 800-number and
Web site.

IF YOUR ORGANIZATION PROVIDES a financial
stipend or parental leave to employees who

BENEFITS OF PUBLIC ADOPTION:

AFFORDABLE. While private forms of adoption
can cost upwards of $30,000, adopting
one of Florida’s children through the public
adoption system costs little or nothing.

LEGALLY SECURE. Because Florida’s children
are not eligible for adoption until a court has
already terminated the parental rights of their
birth parents, this form of adoption is very secure.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Families
adopting one of Florida's kids in care often
receive a monthly subsidy to help offset
ongoing costs.

adopt, promote awareness of these benefits
and refer interested employees to Expiore
Adoption.

EMAIL YOUR EMPLOYEES to invite them to sign
up to receive the monthly Explore Adoption
e-niewsletter.

MAKE EXPLORE ADOPTION brachures available
to your employees.

HANG POSTERS featuring an adoptable child
in your lobbies, cafeterias, lounges, and other
areas visible to employees and the public.

HEALTH CARE. All of the children receiving a
monthly subsidy are eligible for health care
through the Medicaid program until age 18.

COLLEGE TUITION. Florida's children adopted
from community-based care are eligible for
free tuition at any state university, community
college or vocational school in Florida.

A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT. Other parents
who have adopted Florida's children offer a
wealth of support and information for new
adoptive parents, and even maintain a
24-hour helpline.
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SPONSOR or provide in-kind and/or monetary
donations to extend the reach of the Explore
Adoption initiative.

HOST a public adoption orientation meeting
for your employees in cooperation with your
local community-based care provider or Heart
Gallery. For more information, please visit
www.adoptflorida.org and click on the Heart
Gallery link.
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3 FIHBIHE FMI!-!ES FOR FLORIDA'S KIDS

No child is too old to want and need a permanent family. Florida has many
teenagers and older kids seeking a family to love and call their own.

Matching Florida's children in care to Floridians who will open their hearts and homes to them is the aim of the Expiore Adoption initiative. Throughout
Florida, hundreds of teenagers and older kids are locking for families who will embrace them and experience the unique rewards of adopting a teenager.

BENEFITS OF PUBLIC ADOPTION:

Florida provides a variety of support to help
families and the teenagers they adopt succeed.
Other parents who have adopted Florida's
children offer a wealth of help and informa-
tion for new adoptive parents. From the initial
adoption inquiry to finalization and beyond,
local community-based care agencies, local
partners and existing adoptive families are
available to provide advice, resources and
physical and emoticnal support.

Among its many unique benefits, public
adoption is:

AFFORDABLE. While private forms of adoption
can cost upward of $30,000, adopiing one of

THE ROAD TO ADOPTION:

THE ROAD TO ADOPTION begins by visiting
www.adoptflorida.org io learn more about
adopting a teenager from Florida's care.
Explore how adoption can make an impact in
your life and the life of a deserving child.

THE EVALUATION PHASE gives you an oppor-
tunity to learn more about public adoption
and whether it might be right for you, while
also confirming you are eligible to adopt. This

Florida’s teens through the public adoption system
costs little or nothing,

LEGALLY SECURE. Before children are made
available for adoption, a court has terminated
their biological parents’ rights, meaning they have
no future legal claim to the children. This court-
backed measure means public adoptions are
secure and final.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Families adopting
one of Florida's teenagers in care often receive a
monthly subsidy to help offset ongoing costs.

HEALTH CARE. All children adopted from state care
are eligible for health care through the Medicaid
program until age 18,

process includes an orientation and subse-
quent training sessions, a home study and
background checks. This process can usually
be completed in about nine months.

AFTER QUALIFYING to be an adoptive parent,
the prospective parent is able to meet and
get to know the child who might become part
of their family.

COLLEGE TUITION. Florida's teens adopted
from community-based care are eligible for
free tuition at any state university, community
college or vocational school in Florida.

A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT. Other parents
who have adopted Florida's children offer a
wealth of support and information for new
adoptive parents and even maintain a 24-hour
helpline.
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The Explore Adoption initiative aims to match brothers and
sisters with loving families able to open their homes to a sibling group.

In the past, brothers and sisters separated from their birth parents because of abuse or neglect were often adopted into different homes. This was
partially because younger siblings found homes more readily, leaving older siblings in temporary care. Today, adoption recruiters work hard to keep
siblings together, finding these children do better if they have a chance to grow up together with their brothers and sisters.

Through statewide and community-based partnerships, a branded initiative and media campaign, and Web-based tools, Explore Adoption invites
Floridians to find out more about public adoption and explore this method of creating or growing a family.

BENEFITS OF PUBLIC ADOPTION:

SECURE. Before children are made available

for adoption, a court has terminated their
biological parents' rights, meaning they have
no future legal claim to the children. This court-
backed measure means public adoptions are
secure and final.

AFFORDABLE. Public adoptions are inexpensive,
costing a family less than $500, which can
typically be reimbursed by the state. Compared
{o private adoption, which can cost upward of
$30,000, public adoption is very affordable.

THE ROAD TO ADOPTION:

THE EVALUATION PROCESS, including training,
home study, and background checks, usually
can be completed in about nine months.

AFTER QUALIFYING, each potential adoptive
parent has the opportunity to meet and get
to know the child who might become part of
their family. This interaction allows for families
and children to:

- Familiarize themselves with each others’

interests and beliefs
- Find similarities in their lives

ONGOING SUPPORT. Most children adopted
through the public adoption system qualify
far ongoing assistance, including:

- Monthly subsidy payments (if funds are
available)
Health care coverage through age 18

- Free tuition to any state college, university
or technical schoo! in Flofida

A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT. From the initial
inquiry until the adoption’s completion

+ Develop a relationship prior to finalizing the
adoption

ADOPTIVE PARENTS ARE VERY DIVERSE

A wide variety of people may adopt, including

those who are:
Married or single

. Any age, as long as they are at least 18

- Homeowner or renter

- Of any faith or religion

+ An experienced parent or an individual with
no children

Find out mare about public adoption and the children currently looking for families by visiting

www.adoptflerida.org or calling 1-800-96-ADOPT (1-800-962-3678).
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and beyond, local community-based care
agencies, local partners and existing adoptive
families are available to provide practical and
emotional advice and support.
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children with disobilities ond:
medical conditions

Every child deserves a permanent, loving family to care for them.
Some of the children who wait the longest to find a forever family
are children with disabilities or medical conditions.

Matching Florida’s children in care to Floridians who will open their hearts and homes to them is the aim of the Explore Adoptien initiative. Throughout
Florida, hundreds of children with disabilities or medical conditions are looking for families who will embrace them and experience the unique rewards
of adopting a child with special needs.

BENEFITS OF PUBLIC ADCPTION:

Florida provides a varety of support to help
families and the children they adopt succeed.
Other parents who have adopted Forida's
children offer a wealth of help and information
for new adoptive parents. From the initial
adoption inguiry to finalization and beyond, local
community-based care agencies, local partners
and existing adoptive families are avaiiabie to
provide advice, resources and physical and
emotional support.

Among its unique benefits, public adoption is:

AFFORDABLE. While private forms of adoption
can cost upward of $30,000, adopting one of
Flofda’s children through the public adoption
system costs little or nothing.

THE ROAD TO ADOPTION:

THE ROAD TG ADOPTION BEGINS by visiting
www.adoptflerida.org to learn more about
adopting a child from Forida’s care with
disabilities or medical conditions. Explore
how adoption can make an impact in your life
and the life of a deserving child.

THE EVALUATION PHASE gives you an oppor-
tunity to learn more about public adoption
and whether it might be right for you, while

LEGALLY SECURE. Before children are made
available for adoption, a court has terminated
their biological parents' rights, meaning they have
no future legal claim to the children, This court-
backed measure means public adoptions are
secure and final.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL SUPPORT. Families
adopting one of Florida’s kids in care often receive
a monthly subsidy to help offset ongoing costs.

HEALTH CARE. All children adopted from state
care are eligible for health care through the
Medicaid program untii age 18.

COLLEGE TUITION. Flerida’s children adopted
from community-based care are eligible for free

also confirming you are eligible to adopt. This
process includes an orientation and subse-
quent training sessians, a home study and
background checks. This process can usually
be completed in about nine months.

AFTER QUALIFYING to be an adoptive parent,
a prospective parent is able to meet and get
to know the child who might become part

of their family.
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tuition at any state university, community college
or vocational school in Florida.

A COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT. Other parents who
have adopted Florida's children offer a wealth
of support and information for new adoptive
parents, and even maintain a 24-hour helpline,




